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Regiona~ Council of Rural Counties
Southern Ca~ornia. Water Committee

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Santa Clara Valley Water District

The Honorable Gray Davis .Mr. Bruce Babbitt
Governor of California Secretary, United States Department of Interior
I" Floor, State Capitol 1849 C Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814 WashinKron, DC 20240

Dear Governor Davis and S~cretary Babbitt:

The Regional Council of Rur~l Counties, the Southern California Water Committee, the Metropolitan
Water Dis~ct of Southern California and the Santa Clar~ Valley Water Dis~ct are gravely concerned
regarding the direction of the C~D Bay Delta Program. It has always been our belief that the
CALFED solution would be a balanced, comprehensive solution, which would address many of the
Delta’s environmental problems, as well as our state’s most pressing water issues. We now believe that
unfortunately, CALFED is placing good science and tough decision making aside, in favor of an approach
which will jeopardize real progress.

There is a compelling need to address the drinking water quality for all Californians as part of any
CALFED solution. This is just as important as the other CALFED principl~ of aGhieving improvement
in the environment and water supply reliability. Adequately addressing each of those components would
assure balance in a CALFED solution. However, recent actions, as weI1 as statements from CALFED
officials indicate that CALFED is not pursuing a path that will achieve a balanced solution. Drinking
water quality and water supply reliability for Californian’s may be the first casualties of taking that path.

In December of 1998, CALI~-’D made: a number of commitments in the Phase II Report that represented
progress on .n critical policy framework. In the last six months, CALI~:D has made |£rrle progress and
appears to have retreated from those key elements.

CALI~I~D’s own technical appraisal, as well as independent analysis caxried out by others, indicates that
dual conveyance facility may have potential to satisfy the comprehensive Bay Delta solution principals
md program objectives, l~urrhermore, the creation of new surface and groundwater storage and the

..reoperation of existing investor owned hydroelectric projects, coupled with an adequate water transfer
program (which incorporated due regards to third party impacts) and water conservation improvements,
are necessary elements to a solulion. We understand the assm’ance and political questions which must be
answered on these issues and stand ready- at each end of ~e state- to work jointly to address them.

We believe t.har any adequate Record or’Decision, must address all viable options in the CALFED
Program in order to meet existing environmentaJ adequacy standards as laid ou~ in federal statute. The
Record of Decision must ~ddress the full range of reasonable alternatives to achieve environmental
recovery, water quality and water supply reliability. It is premature to remove or de-emphasize key
components. The CALF~D environmental document must also include progr,~mmatic f~ndings su~cient
to move forward that CALfI~D must assess the role of all viable options to a balanced solution-
regardless of prevailing political winds.

E--02091 6
E-020916



Sep~ ~6 99 03:15a p.3

We strongly urge that the comprehensive solution include the aecessary analysis or" all conveyance
options, all storage and reoperation of investor owned hydroelectric facility options and that they are
analyzed in a manner which will suppor~ a PrograaTu-natic Record of Decision.

Negotiations must be completed in the CALFi~D’s progrmmnatic EIS/EI~. and Record of Decision that
will support the concept of"a deal is a deal." We believe that such regulatory assua-ances, for all
Californians, is a key to provide long term support for any CALFED solution.

The CAL~"ED environmental document must provide drinking water quality and salinity targets. The
signatories agree that the need for a s~e drinking water supply for all Calit’ornians, which will meet the
exisRng and future regulatory requirement.s, is critical to protect the public health. In addition, high
quality, low salinity source water is n~cessary for the successful implemrnm~ion of water recycling ~md

" groundwater program~ that are cridcal ro the north and south state. CALI:]~D’s final progr-~nrnaric
~IS/’EIX and the Record of Decision must establish a specific schedule for the quantifiable, verifiable,
achievement of long-term water quality (and salinity) objectives. This schedule should specifically
include interim targets which are monitored and reported.

CALI~]~D’s Watershed Management Program must be improved tn level of emphasis ~s well as
in~gradon with the Water Quality and Water Supply Reliability Progr",~rns, and the ]~_cosystem
Restoration program. CAL~D does not currently have adequate, professional staff, with experience in
upper and lower watershed processes, detailed ~o this critical element of the solution. The Watershed
Management Program has the potential to be a key element for a ~ustainable, long-term
properly supported and funded solution. The signatories of this letter wdsh to emphasize their support for,
and expectation of, a st~ng, visionary, watershed progr~n as part of my CALI:’ED solution. We offer
roll up our collective sleeves and work with both of you co achieve that god.

The signatories further agree that any CALI:~.D solution must honor the "Aren of Origin" pro~ections-
past generarion’s "assurance" to this generation. I~urthermore, CALI~ED’s solution rnu~t help achieve the
promise of that p~r assurance. The inventory of existing investor owned hydroelectric facilities are the
most likely, acldevab/e souse for most o~’the source Counties to acquire a reliable, affordable, water
supply. Much of the Area of Origin needs could be met out of those existing investor owned
hydroelectric water facilities as a method to reduce impacts on dov~su-eam demands. Those facilities
once properly re-operated could help reduce the total cost for new storage in the CALI~r_,D solution.
~inally, those facilities could provide support and flexibility for downstream conjunctive use ope~tions.

Conjunctive water use programs may provid~ local, regional and statewide benefi~ across a broad
specmm~ of environmental and economic interests. Conjunctive water use pro_m-axns should be locally
sponsored and support local groundwater management programs, l~urthermore, conjunctive use pro~ects
should be consistent with local watar resources plans and ordinances.

To achieve broad public support in all of California, the above elements represent key decisiocs and
actions tha~ ar~ essential to t~e CALf’E]D Pro~rm’n’s succass. The CA.LI:]~) progrum must also m-engage
the p~.nicipation of all stakeholders in a more positive constructive process and integrate stakeholder
representatives in the near term and long rerrn decision malting process.

Without the d~rect and influential leadership which can only be provided by you two top ranking state and
federat officials and the demonstration of equitable participation of all interests, this important process to
solve problem~ in the Bay Delta may fail. We respectfully request a rneedn~ with both of you personally
to discuss these points in more detail.

Very truly yours,
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I" Vie= Pre~id=n~, RCRC Robert A. Meacher, 2" Vice President, RCI~.C
Supervisor, Am~or Co~ Superior, PI~ Co~

BDAC Adviso~ Co~cil, Co ~ Watemhed
Work~up CALFED

Sup~{~r, Co~w o~S~ Bcm~d[no Bi~ Cole
S~or, Co~W of Imperial

SuperAsor, Coun~ or" Los An~eie~ Supervisor, County of Ven.nu-a

Superv~or, County of K~m                                       o       Oranl~e
Vice Cha~" Southern Califomi~ Wa~er Comnd~ee
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The FIonorab[e Bill Clinton, Presidem
The I-Ionoral~le Barba~-a Boxer, Member of the U.S.
The blonoml~|e D{anne Fein~ein. Member of the U.S. Senate
The I-ionorable .~ohn T. DooIi~2e, Chair, House Subcommittee or~ Water and Power,

Committee
The FIonorable Mike Thompson, Member of Congress
The FIonorable WaIIy FIerger, Member of Congress
The Honorable Dou8 Ose, Member of Congress
The FIonorable 3"ohn Burton, President pro Tempore, Caltf,omi-~ S~ate Se.nate
The Hor~orable Antonio_Vfllaraigosa. Speaker, Ca|/fomia S~ate Assembly
The I-Iouorable Scott Baugh, Assemb|y Minor/v/Leader
The Honorable Mauric~ .]’ohanne~en, Chah-, CALFED Ove~’~ighr Commi~ee
The Honorable Wesley Chesbro, Member of the CaIi£omia Senate
The I-Ionorable .~im Cos~, Chair, Senate Agriculture & Water Resource~ Committee
The Honorable Ross Johnson, Senate Republican Leadm-,
The ~onorable Tim Leslie, Member or’the Ca/it’orma Senate
The I-Ionorab[e Sam Amestad, Member of the Calit’omia A.~sembiy
The Konorable Richard Dickerson, Vice Chair Assembly Wa~er, Pro-ks, & W~idlife
Committee

The I-Ior~orable Mike Machado, Chah-, Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Commitzee
The FIonorable Kico Oiler, Member of the C~litbrnia Assembly
The/-Ioaor’able Virginia Strum-Martin, Member of’the Calit’ornia Assembly
The Konorable Helen Thompson, Member of the Calit’ornia A-~sembly
Parricia Beneke, A~si-~tant Secretary, Water and S~ience, Deparunent of the Interior
EIuid Lev( MarYmez, Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation
Mary Nichols, Secretary, California Resources Agency
Tom Haradgan, Director, California Department of Water Resources
Letter. Saow, Executive Director, C.a~LFED Bay-Delta Progrm’n
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